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OVERCOMING THE UTILITARIAN TENDENCY OF DOING SCIENCE AND
PROMOTING THE HEALTHY DEVELOPMENT OF BASIC RESEARCH

Wu Shanchao

Chen Jingquan

Han Yu

(National Natural Science Foundation of China, Beijing 100085)

Abstract Basic research is an enterprise of profound accumulation and gradual delivery, and the exploratory, long-

term, unpredictable nature of which requires the researchers to avoid the quick profit and short-term behavior. The

utilitarian tendency of doing science, a negative factor, should be overcome in the construction of modern science

and culture, which also runs counter to the scientific tradition and scientific spirit required by the basic research.

This paper analyzes the performance, harm and reasons of utilitarian tendency of doing science, and puts forward

some proposals to overcome it and promote the healthy development of basic research.

Key words basic research, utilitarian tendency of academic, scientific culture, scientific spirit
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